Neovascularization of the iris in rhegmatogenous retinal detachment.
To identify conditions associated with neovascularization of the iris in rhegmatogenous retinal detachment, we examined 36 eyes with this disorder seen at our hospital between 1979 and 1990. Clinical courses of disease were divided into the following three groups: (1) neovascularization of the iris without a history of a vitreoretinal operation (four eyes), (2) neovascularization of the iris after an unsuccessful vitreoretinal operation (26 eyes), and (3) neovascularization of the iris after surgical complications (six eyes). In all eyes of Groups 1 and 2, retinal detachment persisted at the onset of iris neovascularization; however, in six eyes, iris neovascularization subsided after retinal reattachment. Characteristic features of Groups 2 and 3 were patient age of 50 years or more, severe myopia, a history of increased intraocular pressure, a history of choroidal detachment, and a large scleral buckle.